Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 11, 2025

Mount Tabor Lutheran Church



Welcome to our Service

Our mission at Mount Tabor is to be “an inclusive, compassionate faith community
living God’s love in the world.” Mount Tabor is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA. This means
that all are welcome and affirmed, especially our LGBTQ+ siblings, and that we are
connected to the world. We all have a place here at God’s round table just as we are!

If this is your first time here, a special welcome to you! We are mask optional and
mask friendly. Please sign the guest register in the narthex (along with your e-mail and
cell) so we can be in touch, put on a name tag and join us for refreshments after the
service.

Holy Communion is open to all. Children of all ages are invited to receive
communion with their parents’ or guardians’ permission. Come when you are ready.
Gluten-free bread is available. If you would like a blessing, come to the altar with your
arms folded.

Children are welcome at all times in the sanctuary. We are blessed to be part of their
faith formation through worship!

Prayer slips are available from the ushers. Write your prayers and then leave them in
the offering plates to be added to the prayer chain around the altar.

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary before worship begins.

You may add names to the prayer list by sending a request to Brenda Wardle
(office@mttaborsic.org), or Pastor Christine (pastor@mttaborsic.org). Names added to
the prayer list will remain there for one month. You may request that they stay on longer
or come off sooner by contacting the same people.

Visit our web site at www.mttaborslc.org
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https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.mttaborslc.org

Fourth Sunday after Easter
ACM Setting 12

Greeting & Preparation for Worship

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls Us Together as the People of God.

Prelude Bob Brown

*Thanksgiving for Baptism

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathering Song O God of Light ELW 507
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.
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Song of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
Let us prayer,
O God of peace,

you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great shepherd of the sheep.

By the blood of your eternal covenant,
make us complete in everything good that we may do your will,
and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



THE WORD
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching and Song

First Reading Acts 9:36-43

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.

37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they
laid her in a room upstairs. %8 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request,
“Please come to us without delay.” 3° So Peter got up and went with
them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 4% Peter put alll
of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter, she sat up. #* He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 4> This became
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile,
he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music
Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17

9 After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is
seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 1 And all the angels stood around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 2 singing, “Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
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“Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14| said to
him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. ° For this reason they are before the throne of
God and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated
on the throne will shelter them. 6 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, '’ for the Lamb at the center
of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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Our hearts burn with - inus as you open to us the scriptures.
The Gospel John 10:22-30

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 22 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 2 Jesus answered, “| have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my Father’'s name testify to
me, 26 but you do not believe because you do not belong to my sheep. 2’ My
sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. 281 give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. %° My Father,
in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch
them out of the Father’s hand. 3° The Father and | are one.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message Pastor Christine Higueria-Street
A time of silence follows the sermon for reflection on the message.

*Hymn of the Day Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789
Please be seated.

The Prayers of the People

At this time, you may fill out prayer slips so that they may be added to our prayer
chain and leave them in the offering plates during the passing of the peace or
when you leave.

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
After each petition
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember in prayer. .. ...

Vicki Lange Stephanie Wilson

Paul Robinson Travis and Nathan Jelsma-Beery
Becki Kaiser Tobias Goldsmith

Nancy Poe Alvina Wall

Sheri Clark Deborah Jelsma

Brenna Brown

We pray for all those suffering the effects of traumatic events, natural disasters
and climate change. We pray for the recovery efforts, the first responders and
volunteers who are serving in these areas.



We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God Feeds Us with the Presence of Jesus Christ.

Sharing our Gifts and Gratitude

We provide several ways of sharing your financial blessings with our
congregation. Offering plates are located at the doors of the sanctuary and
envelopes can be found in the pews. Simply Giving is an automatic direct-

donation method of supporting our life and ministry together. If you would like to
enroll in Simply Giving or if you are interested in updating your giving amount,

frequency, etc., please contact office@mttaborsic.org with your request. We are
grateful and thankful for your support and wonderful generosity. Alternately, feel

free to use this QR code to contribute Electronically.

Prayer of Gratitude

Let us pray,

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,


mailto:office@mttaborslc.org

breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The table is prepared as the assembly sings:

Be Known to Us
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*Dialogue

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Table Prayer

Holy, living, and loving God... would meet us here.
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The Words of Institution
In the night.... in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
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Invitation to Communion
The Distribution Come when you are ready, children are always welcome!

Communion Song Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843
Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW 754
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*Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray,

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission to the World.

Our Life Together (see below)

*Blessing & Benediction

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.
Amen

Sending Song For All Your Saints, O Lord ELW 427

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS003548. Expires 9/30/2025 Annual License with Podcasting, OneLicense #A-
720902. Expires June 17, 2025.New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, (NRSVue), copyright
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Our Life Together Announcements

Holy Humor Sunday service will be on May 18" This festive service gives
Christians, especially “the frozen chosen” (Lutherans), an opportunity for
celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also
gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller
resurrections in this world and this life. We invite you to wear bright or outlandish
colors/clothes, hats and such. Invite someone who likes to laugh or someone
who needs to laugh. To prepare for Holy Humor Sunday try these things:

. Practice smiling a lot (try looking in the mirror).
. Get those jokes and stories ready to tell.

. Begin rejoicing in God now (no need to wait).

. Try on a few good belly laughs.

"Dinner At Vinnies" service opportunity is Tuesday, May 13th from 4:30-
6:30pm at the St Vincent DePaul Dining Hall at the Weigand Center downtown.
Come and share Tabor’s gracious and loving hospitality with our hungry
neighbors living on the streets. We always have room for more volunteers!
Please see Casey White if you have any questions.

Congregational Vote on May 18th immediately following worship. Our
constitution requires that a special congregation meeting be held to vote for the
call committee members. A slate of names has been prepared after discernment
and prayerful consideration by the council. Each person that has been asked in
turn has given prayerful consideration before saying yes. As the council was
working on this task, it was clear the Spirit was at work as the same names kept
popping up for each council member! This is an exciting next step in the
transition process.

Congregation Council Is meeting in-person May 18th after worship.
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OAKS (Older Adults Knowing Strength) bible study and luncheon. On
Tuesday, May 20th at noon. Note that it's being changed to the 3rd Tuesday of
the month, since Holy week falls on the second week of the month.

Senior Food Box Distribution Our distribution of USDA food boxes to seniors in
our neighborhood continues with our next distribution set for Wednesday, May
21st. Boxes are available for those who meet eligibility guidelines and have
signed up through the Utah Food Bank.

Pastor Christine is available by text. Her contact information is 801-215-9208 or
619-459-8879. Emails can be sent to pastor@mttaborsic.org.
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