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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship in the Park & Blessing of the Animals 

 
 

 

   
 

Mount Tabor Lutheran Church  
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Welcome to Our Service  

 
Our mission at Mount Tabor is to be “an inclusive, 

compassionate faith community living God’s love in the world.”  Mount Tabor is a 
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a Reconciling in 
Christ congregation of the ELCA. This means that all are welcome and affirmed, 
especially our LGBTQ+ siblings, and that we are connected to the world. We all 
have a place here at God’s round table just as we are!  

 
If this is your first time here, a special welcome to you! We are mask optional 
and mask friendly. Please sign the guest register in the narthex (along with your 
e-mail and cell) so we can be in touch, put on a name tag, and join us for 
refreshments after the service.  

 
Holy Communion is open to all. Children of all ages are invited to receive 
communion with their parents’ or guardians’ permission. Come when you are 
ready. Gluten-free bread is available. If you would like a blessing, come to the 
altar with your arms folded.  

 
Children are always welcome in the sanctuary.  We are blessed to be part of 
their faith formation through worship!  

 
Prayer slips are available from the ushers. Write your prayers and then leave 
them in the offering plates to be added to the prayer chain around the altar.  
Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary before worship begins.  

 
You may add names to the prayer list by sending a request to Brenda Wardle 
(office@mttaborslc.org), or Pastor Christine (pastor@mttaborslc.org). Names 
added to the prayer list will remain there for one month. You may request that 
they stay on longer or come off sooner by contacting the same people.  

 
Visit our web site at www.mttaborslc.org  

  

mailto:office@mttaborslc.org
mailto:pastor@mttaborslc.org
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.mttaborslc.org


3 
 

 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
ELW Setting 6  

  
Greeting & Preparation for Worship 
  

GATHERING   
The Holy Spirit Calls Us Together as the People of God.   

 
Prelude                                                                                                           Bob Brown                                                                                
 
*Confession and Absolution 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. Amen. 
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You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
   
Gathering Song                  For the Beauty of the Earth                         ELW 879  

 
 
Greeting   
   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.  
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Kyrie   
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Song of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE WORD   
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching and Song   

   
 
First Reading                                                                           Proverbs 25:6-7a 
 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the 
great, 7 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the 
presence of a noble.  What your eyes have seen  
 
Word of God,  
Word of Life. 
 
 
Special Music                
 
 
Second Reading                                                               Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember 
those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are 
being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be 
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge 
the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never 
leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?”   7 Remember your 
leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
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and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.  
                                           
 
*Gospel Acclamation    

 
 
 
The Gospel                                                                                                   Luke 14:1, 7-14 
    
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 
been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 
say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 
take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 
you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, 
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
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and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they 
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.    
                                                          
 
Message                                                                Pastor Christine Higueria-Street     

A time of silence follows the sermon for reflection on the message.  
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Hymn of the Day                      Here I Am, Lord                                      ELW 574 
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Please be seated.  
 
 

Blessing of the Animals 2025 

 

Those with animals are invited to come forward at this time.  

 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, we lift to you the animal inhabitants of the earth. For those seen and 
unseen creatures and living things that attest to your creative power, we ask your 
blessing. We pray for victims of animal cruelty. Bless all who care for injured and 
abused animals. Comfort those who mourn for their pets and for endangered and 
extinct species. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. From All Creation Sings pg. 48 

Amen. 
 
The presiding minister blesses the animals. 
Holy God, we thank you for the gift of our pets who bring us unconditional  
love and companionship. You have sent them to be part of our lives as living  
reminders of your love and mercy. Today we pause to name our 
gratitude, and to pray a blessing on them. For the companionship of our 
pets we say thanks. Bless our animal’s lives in our care; that they may know our 
unconditional love for them through all their days. 
Amen. 
 
After the animals are blessed, the presiding minister continues. 
Gracious and loving God, you place all living things into the care of humankind. 
We pray that companionship with household pets will deepen our care for  
animals everywhere. Help us to balance our needs with theirs and lead us in 
ways of life together that will be sustainable for all. We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People   
   
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is 
near. 
 
A brief silence.  
   
After each petition     
Hear us, O God,   
Your mercy is great.  

    
We remember in prayer. . . . . .   
Vicki Lange                      Travis and Nathan Jelsma- Beery            
Paul Robinson                 Tobias Goldsmith   

         Stephanie Wilson              Brenna Brown  
Sheri Clark                       Coni Hampton               
Charlie Clapp                    
     

We pray for all those suffering the effects of traumatic events, natural disasters 
and climate change. We pray for the recovery efforts, the first responders and 
volunteers who are serving in these areas.  
 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who 
always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
Amen.    
 
 
Sharing the Peace     
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.              
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 MEAL  
God Feeds Us with the Presence of Jesus Christ.   

   
Sharing our Gifts and Gratitude    
We provide several ways of sharing your financial blessings with our 
congregation. Offering plates are located at the doors of the sanctuary and 
envelopes can be found in the pews. Simply Giving is an automatic direct-
donation method of supporting our life and ministry together. If you would like to 
enroll in Simply Giving or if you are interested in updating your giving amount, 
frequency, etc., please contact office@mttaborslc.org with your request. We are 
grateful and thankful for your support and wonderful generosity. Alternately, feel 
free to use this QR code to contribute Electronically.  

 

 
 

Prayer of Gratitude   
Let us pray,   
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen.  
 
Great Thanksgiving  
The communion wine is offered today by intinction. If you are uncomfortable with 
this practice, it is ok to only take the bread. Jesus is still present in, around, and 
through the elements and the congregation. The table is prepared as the 
assembly sings:   

mailto:office@mttaborslc.org
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Lamb of God 

 
 
*Dialogue   
   
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
   
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
   
 Table Prayer   
   
Holy God, our Maker… form us again into one. 
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The Words of Institution   
   
In the night…. in your holy Church, both now and forever.  
Amen.  
   
Lord's Prayer   
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion   
 
The Distribution   Come when you are ready, children are always welcome!  
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Communion Song                                                                              
                                            You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                       ELW 484 

 
                                         
                                        
*Post Communion Blessing   
Prayer after Communion       
Let us pray,   
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.    
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SENDING   

God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission to the World.  
   

Our Life Together (pg. 16)    
   
*Blessing & Benediction   
May the love of God abound in you; 
and the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen.  
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Sending Song                     Great is Thy Faithfulness                             ELW 733 
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Dismissal    
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
   
Postlude                                                                                                Bob Brown 
 
                  
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS003548. Expires 9/30/2025 Annual License with Podcasting, OneLicense #A-
720902. Expires June 17, 2026.New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, (NRSVue), copyright 
© 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  

       
 
 
 
 
  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost:     August 31, 2025 

 Assisting Minister:  Jenny Jensen    
 Lector:  Casey White 
 Usher:  Kathy Pearson 
 Counters:  N/A 
 Greeter:  N/A 
 Altar Ministry:  Lanea Brown 
              Presiding Minister:   Rev. Christine Higueria-Street     

              Administrative Assistant:    Brenda Wardle 
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 Life Together Announcements   

Please get your newsletter articles into Brenda by the end of today. 

"Dinner At Vinnies" service opportunity is Tuesday, 
September 5th from 4:30-6:30pm at the St Vincent DePaul Dining Hall at the 
Weigand Center downtown.  Come and share Tabor’s gracious and loving 
hospitality with our hungry neighbors living on the streets.  We always have room 
for more volunteers!  Please see Casey White if you have any questions. 

Utah Food Bank We will be sorting food at the Utah Food Bank Saturday, 
September 6th 10am to Noon. 

Senior Food Box Distribution Our distribution of USDA food boxes to seniors in 
our neighborhood. Continues with our next distribution set for Wednesday. 
September 17th.  These boxes are available for those who meet eligibility 
guidelines and have signed up through the Utah Food Bank.  

OAKS is on Tuesday, September 16th at noon. Jean Stephenson will be our 
host that day. Please RSVP to her no later than Sunday, September 14th. 

Sloppy Joe lunch to benefit the Emergency Assistance Program and Food 
Assistance Program: Sunday, September 21st 

 

Come join us on September 21st, right after church for a good ol’ fashion 
sloppy joe lunch. A free will offering will be taken to benefit our Food Assistance 
Program and our Emergency Assistance Program. If you have a signature 
sloppy joe recipe, this is your chance to showcase it. A sign-up sheet will 
be available for those who would like to bring a pot of sloppy joe mix, a 
fruit tray, a vegetable tray, potato chips, or hamburger buns. See you there! 
 
Pastor Christine is available by text. Her contact information is 801-215-9208 or 
619-459-8879. Emails can be sent to pastor@mttaborslc.org.  


